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THE PECULIAR PEOPLE.

*“The Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself.”—Deut. 14: 3.

A Christian Monthly devoted to Jewish Interests, Political, Social,
Literary, and Religious.
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** For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee. Be-
cauae of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek thy good.”’—Psa. 122; 8, 9.
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JUDAEUS SUM; JUDAICI NIHIL A ME ALIENUM PUTO.

A LITTLE time ago the Editor of THE PEcULIAR PEo-
PLE called upon a dear Jewish lady whose son isabeliever
in Jesus and a sincere follower of his Saviour. Among
other things we talked of her son and she said, ‘Ah! yes,
of course he must follow his conscience, but he had no
need to give up his religion and become one of the Gen-
tiles.” And in all we said she came ever back to the one
grievance which she felt, that her boy had forsaken Jews:
and things Jewish, and gone over to the Gentiles. Assur-
ances that, though a follower of Jesus the Messiah, he
was still aloyal Jew in every essential respect did not
comfort her. Her son had become a Gentile, and that
was a disgraceful thing. Shortly after this we were dis-
cussing with some Christians a few of the errors of cur-
rent Christianity and advocating some of the primitive
practices of the church, deploring the way in which they
have been set aside, and advising areturn tothem,among
other things a return to the observance of the Sabbath,
the seventh day of the week. ‘What!” said several,
‘““Would you have us become Jews?’’ We did not see
how that would be ‘“becoming Jews;’’ but, if it were,
what would there be so disgraceful init? As a messen-
ger of peace to Israel and to the world, THE PECULIAR
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PEOPLE aims to do what it can to break down this preju-
dice on the part of Jews against Gentiles, and on the
part of Gentile Christians, at least, against Jews.

IN the first place, as we have said before, so we say
again, it is not forsaking Judaism or Jews for one that is
a Jew to accept Christ. He does not thereby cease to be
a Jew, nor is he any less a Jew, but rather more. He has
perfected and crowned his Jewish faith. He has gone on
from Moses and the Prophets to Him of whom Moses and
the Prophets wrote. He has not forsaken Moses nor the
Law, but attained their fulfillment. For Christ came not
to destroy the law but to fulfill it. Itis a pity that there
should be this prejudice on the part of Jews and that
Gentile Christians should aid Jewish converts in becom-
ing alienated from their own brethren. There is enough
bitterness on the part of Jews toward those who come to
believe in Jesus without having it accentuated by what
converts are led by their Christian brethren to do.

BuT we write to say a few emphatic words against
such expressions as our Christian brethren often use.
They say that this or that is Jewish, as though that were
the worst that could be said of anything on earth. Well
suppose something is Jewish, is not salvation of the Jews?
Have we not a Jewish Bible? Have we not a Jewish
Saviour? Did our Saviour not have Jewish disciples?
Are not the Gentiles to become in a spiritual sense Jews
when they partake of divine grace? When our Saviour,
speaking doubtless of the Gentiles, said, *Other sheep I
have, which are not of this fold : them also I must bring,
and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold,
and one shepherd” (John 10:16), does He not plainly
teach that the Gentiles are to come into union with the
disciples who are of Israel? And did not St. Paul teach
the same when he said that the Gentiles who were aliens
from Israel are by Christ fellow-citizens with the saints?
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Listen to his words: ‘“Remember . . . that at that time
ye were without Christ, being aliens from the common-
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:
But now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were far off
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our
peace, who hath made both one, and broken down the
middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished
in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments
contained in ordinances ; for to make in himself of twain
one new man, so making peace; Andthathemightrecon-
cile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to
you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.
For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto
the Father. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God; And are built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stone: In whom all the building fitly framed
together groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord: In
whom ye also are builded together for a habitation of
God through the Spirit.” Eph. 2: 11-22. ' Shall we then
who own the God of Israel, who rest upon the Bible, the
Book of Israel, who trust in Israel’s Saviour,—shall we
shun to obey a clear command of God because it seems to
be Jewish, or because someone will point the finger of
scorn at us as holding to what is ‘‘of the Jews?” When
these prejudices are rooted out of our minds, God’s cause
will prosper among Jews and Gentiles, and His will will
more nearly be done.

AN OPEN LETTER TO A JEWISH MERCHANT.

Dear and Honored Friend :—Your letter received some
time ago was eagerly read, and its words have continued
with me by day and night since. It was a source of
pleasure to me that you answered my own letter in so
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kindly a spirit, and with such manifest candor. Especi-
ally has your reference to Micah 6: 8 continued in my
mind and proved a source of helpfulness in my spiritual
life: ‘“He hath told thee, O man, what is good; and
what the Lord doth require of thee: (nothing) but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with
thy God.”! Truly itis as you say.

‘“ And, therefore, if a man put the words of this proph-
et upon his heart, be he Christian or Israelite, confident
will he be that his hope shall not perish and his future
shall not be cut off, for from them? are the issues of life.”’

Far be it from me, if that were in my power, to turn
you from belief in the one true and living God. I know
that I cannot. Your ancestors have suffered too much to
maintain faith in that great and fundamental truth.
Neither would I depart from that truth. Muchless would
I seduce any to sin against their own souls in so fatal a
manner; for I believe, whether you do or not, that the
sin of idolatry is self-destructive, and that he who denies
the one true God by belief in a multiplicity of gods will
bring upon himself swift retribution.

You say truly that I would have you put faith in my
Messiah, Jesus the Nazarene, that He is the Son of God.?
To believe in a personal Messiah at all in accordance with
the teachings of the Scriptures is to believe that Heis di-
vine. The doctrine of the Trinity, properly understood,
is not at all alien from Jewish teaching. The only ques-
tion that can properly arise is, Did Jesus when he ap-
peared fulfill all the conditions of Messiahship? Rabbi
Ahiba you consider to have been a good and holy man.
But hebelieved in Bar-Cochba, Son of a Star, a false Mes-
siah. Do you on this account repudiate that great eagle

—
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who taught in the early days of Talmudical Judaism?
You affirm that he was mistaken. Have you admitted
the possibility of a doubt that you may have been mis-
taken in overlooking the marks of identification that exist
in the personality of Jesus proclaiming His Messiahship?
To follow Jesus as your Messiah, as multitudes in the
Christian world are doing, by repudiating your Law,
given to Moses, who was eminent in prophecy and in
wisdom, that Law which you describe as n2wnin mwvipa
M3 ¢ holy, perfect and faithful,” is uncalled for and ir-
religious. God never designed that His holy Law should
be set aside. This has been done by wicked hands,—by
the hands of those who have been powerfully influenced
by heathen modes of thought. You have, I am well per-
suaded, a good knowledge of your holy Law. You know
it MoowD PPN 9932 in general, in its minute particulars
and its ways. Now look at the photograph of Jesus the
Messiah as presented in the four Gospels and see if there
is not a perfect agreement between the one and the other.
The photograph was presented ages before the appearing
" of Jesus in the incarnation. How can you explain it that
Jesus corresponded so accurately to the representation
made by Moses? Did any other man ever fill out those
lineaments as Jesus did in living actual existence? Per-
haps you may find such a picture in the dream of some
poet or philosopher; but in living actuality never, save in
the personality of Jesus. You speak rightly, in referring
to the words of Micah, when you say that from the doing
of justice, the love of kindness and the walking humbly
with God are the issues of life. Kindness is the practical
exhibition of the great principle of love. Hillel, thatgreat
teacher of the Law said, ‘ What is hateful to thee, do not
to another. This is the whole Law, all else is only its ex-
planation.”! What is that but the exhibition of kindness
flowing out of the full love of the heart? It is similar to

(1) Shab. 31a.
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the teaching of Jesus that the greatest of all thecommand-
ments is to love God with all the heart, mind and
strength; and the second is like unto it, that we should
love our neighbor as ourselves. ‘On these two com-
mandments,” said He, ‘‘ hang all the Law and the proph-
ets.” And is it not true? Who could present a truer
characterization of the whole Law than in these words?
Descend into every detail and all the particulars of every
part of the Law, and you must acknowledge that this
principle of love binds them altogether in the unity of a
divine and perfect teaching.

Now look at the picture presented to you in the life
and in the death of Jesus. Where is there perfection of
character in any wise worthy to be compared with the
unrivaled brilliancy of the holy character of Jesus? Sur-
render yourself to the beauty of the teaching of the Ser-
mon on the Mount and to the sweet depths of the dis-
courses of the evangelist John, and say, if you can, where
you may find teachings that rival these. In the charac-
ter and the teachings of Jesus it is the power of love that
enchains the heart. His words and the contemplation of
His character have the power, as nothing else can, to
stir up the divine love within the heart.

In the character and life of Jesus is presented to us the
picture of perfect righteousness. The circumstances of the
life of Jesus were such as to test the quality of His right-
eousness to the utmost. A perfectly just man yet, was
He misunderstood and forced to live in conflict with His
age. In truth He was regarded as unjust, in league with
the devil, and finally was bound, scourged and tormented ;
and having submissively borne all these, He was crucified.
Not once does the righteousness of His character give way
under all this evil treatment. On the contrary, He ex-
hibits under all these circumstances the perfect example
of love. He restores the ear of Malchus after it has been
cut off with a sword. When they smite Him and spitin
His face He answers never a word. When they array
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Him in the mock robes of a king He sits in the majesty of
silence. And when they are driving the cruel nails into
His hands and His feet He prays, * Father, forgive them,
for they krniow not what they do.” In very truth, if we
look with sufficient intentness at the marveloussimilarity
of this picture to the otherwise unapproachable purity of
God’s Law, we must be impelled to exclaim, with the cen-
turion, ‘‘ Surely this was the Son of God.” S.S. P,

JEWS AND UNITARIANS.

Dr. Hirsch has given us what he conceives to be the
distinction between Jews (Reform) and Unitarians. In
answer to suxfgestions that Reformed Jews give up their
name and call themselves Unitarians, he speaks at length
in a:(:i address whereof the following are the concluding
words:

Liberty of conscience! Do you know by whom the
world learned this principle? By the Jews. For fifteen
hundred years men tortured the Jews to believe, to accept
—they failed; after the attempt lasting fifteen hundred
years they came to recognize that thoughts are free, this
one fact taught them theimportance of matter over mind,
and they gave up ‘the trial to coerce people into right be-
liefs. As the Jews established for all the principle of lib-
erty of conscience, so to-day we shall save to the world
the right of men to be men,no matter what their religious
name shall be. When once those that hate, cease to hate
—when their love is real, then I shall be the first to con-
cede that the old distinctive names have had their day.
Then the new humanitv shall hallow the ome edifice
wherein shall mingle all those who live for the higher
aims,and work for the higher things of human life. Sym-
pathy we have with all that makes for this ideal! Our
spirit is for aggression, for activity. Intellectual self-
adulation or isolation and hypnotization, ‘sweetness
and light”’ is not our desire. We would be up and doing,
like - Moses and Jesus, when the hour needs it—the one
with the staff to strike, and the other with the whip to
scourge.

oses of the Pentateuch and Jesus as painted in the
Gospels are types of Jewish ethical action. The Jesus of
gte)pular fancy who would never resist, who would always
sweet, classically dispassionate, is not the leader this
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age can trust. When men are hungry, they crave not
sweetmeats but homely bread—the bread of life—the
bread of life sown midst tears, ripened midst anxiety,
milled by busy hands—baked by anxious men and women
—eaten often in toil and trouble—the recompense of the
sweat of the brow! This bread is the staff of man’s life.

Our morality is like this bread. It may not be sweet,
but it does not superinduce indigestion, indifference, lassi-
tude. Religious dudeism follows generally in the wake of
the cult of sweetness and light. May a good Lord defend
us against this degeneration! The spirit of the old proph-
ets—the spirit of active wisdom, of sympathy with all
mankind except with evil—this spirit has actuated our
Jewish reformers. Itis the foundation of Judaism—ortho-
dox, liberal, radical or conservative. On then, in this
spirit, to reclaim the world—hand in hand with all the
liberal forces, still not forgetting that these liberal ele-
ments brought us nothing—have nothing to bring. What
they possess was ours before they owned it. One God—
yea! But by our views on human life we are distinct!
For that humanity is our solicitude and in it our historic
mission. Unitarian theology may be like ours, its ethics
is not that of Judaism!

TH—EY CAN IF THEY WILL!

One of our contemporaries has been asking certain
judges whether a Jewish lawyer cannot observe Saturday
as a holy-day without injury to himself and his clients,
and all but one answer in the affirmative. The dissent-
ing opinion merely states that there are times when abusy
lawyer, to protect his client, must attend court and pre-
pare certain papers on Saturdays, and he believes that
even Jewish law sanctions such conduct.

There is nothing new in this. Even ifa small minority
of “ Jewish ' lawyers observe Saturday as a day of rest,
and the exchange of courtesies between professionals is
such that no lawyer need suffer damage for staying home
on Saturdays, I do not see why the lawyers should be
singled out for observation. The fourth commandment is
obligatory on all classes of Jews. Why not now ask the
Collector, the Postmaster, the Police Commissioners
‘whether Jewish dry-goods dealers and brokers cannot as
readily as lawyers keep their Sabbath strictly ?—The Jew-
ish Messenger.
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DRr. KrRAUSKOFF headed a movement in Philadelphia
recently to prevent that a charter should be given to a
‘“Hebrew” political club in Philadelphia. Other wise
headed and patriotic Jews nipped in the bud the proposed
organization of a Jewish Political Club at Seattle, Wash.
It is not appropriate to carry race or peculiarity of relig-
ion into politics, and wise men know it.

THE Jewish Chronicle of London is, according to cable
dispatches, aroused because the Rothschilds stipulated in
their contract with Russia (to float its loan) for an abro-
gation of the May laws of Ignatief, young Nicholas has
broken his pledge and persecutions yet more dire are
threatened against the Jews. Perhaps the world may now
be roused to an appreciation of its duty to itself, if not to
suffering humanity, when at times of social unrest it is
threatened with new problems in the way of immigrants,
which it cannot assimilate at once without a struggle.—
Jewish Exponent.

THERE is no occasion to doubt the good intentions
and sincerity of the young Czar. Itis possible to exagge-
rate the importance of every little incident from Russia
which seems to be unfavorable to full emancipation, for-
getting the vast extent of the Empire, its traditional con-
servatism, and the almost insuperable difficulties which
must prevent any speedy reform. One must be satisfied
with a few concessions, and trust to time for a fuller tol-
eration. Itisunwise and unjust to begin to rail at the
Czar if Russia is not made by one decree as free asis the
United States, outside of the Union League Club and sun-
dry country hotels. Let there be more patience.—Jewish
Messenger.
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HERrR THEODORE IPPEN has been appointed Austo-
Hungarian Consul at Jerusalem. According to the Jued-
ische Presse this is the first time that a Jew has been
invested with consular functions as representative in Jeru-
salem of a European power. -

THE Statistical Swiss Review publishes the results of
the census for 1893, which shows that the Jews in Swit-
zerland in that year numbered 8,386. In 1850 their num-
ber was 3,145. The Canton of Zurich has the largest
number of Jews, 1,416 against 80 in 1850.

THE statement of the Paris Gauloigthat Baron Hirsch
offers to buy the Island of Cyprus and establish there an
independent Jewish State, is a carnard, of course, like that
frequently circulated that the Rothschilds offered to pur-
chase Palestine for the same purpose. In the mind of in-
intelligent men State and Jewish are terms as antagonis-
tic as State and Christian or State and Mohammedan,
against which union 6f terms we protest all the time, as
do all other men of philanthropic principles.—American
Israelite.

It 1s significant of the broad spirit prevailing in the
schools of the Alliance Israelite in the East to note how
non-Jewish children are admitted to their advantages.
Although in Christian missions in the Orient the religious
belief of children of alien faith who attend is, consciously
or unconsciously, tampered with, from the fact that a
governor, a president of the municipality, superior officers
in the army, an ecclesiastical chief, Protestants, Greek
Catholics, Armenians, and Mahommedans send their boys
and girls to a Jewish school, it is clear that they have
every confidence in the breadth and thoroughness of the
training.—Jewish Messenger.

OFPFICIAL statistics of students at German universities
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this year have just been published. The numbers are
these: 9,089 Protestants, 2,366 Catholics, 1,184 Jews—
theological students excluded in all cases. Relative to a
population of 10,000 this gives 8.87 Protestants, 4.45
Catholics and 57.13 Jews. This shows that everso many
foreign Jews frequent German universities, especially from
Russia, Roumania, Turkey, Persia and America, although
itis well known that native German Jews in much larger
numbers than Protestants and Catholics pass through
the universities. This is one of thecauses of anti-Semitism
among the bureaucratic aspirants.

THE Cape Times of South Africa says: A very inter-
esting field for research for ethnologists is opened by a
statement with reference to some of the inhabitants of the
Low Country. Itis mentioned as a piece of information
not generally known that there are two or three small
tribes of Kafir Jews dwelling under the Chief Magato.
These people have the complexion and hair of the ordi-
nary Kalfir, but are distinguished by a very decided Se-
mitic cast of countenance, and they preserve most of the
Jewish rites and ceremonies. They are described as a
most industrious people who keep themselves isolated
from the neighboring tribes, and who never leave the
country, though alove of the soilis anything but a charac-
teristic of the Hebrew as he has emerged from thecenturies
of persecution. The Hebrews who took possession of the
land flowing with milk and honey, however, were a pas-
toral and agricultural people; and these alleged Kafir
representatives of the race exhibit, therefore, the original

type.

IS PROSELYTISM A DUTY OF JUDAISM?

Dr. Maurice H. Harris, on the 16th of March last, de-
livered in Philadelphia a very able discourse with the title
printed above. It is refreshing to have the doctrine sug-
gested by this theme taught by Juda;ism. We are apt to
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think that all Jews not only regard themselves as the
chosen people of God and especially favored by Him, but
also we give them the credit of being selfish and not at all
willing that any one else should have a small share of the
blessings with them.

Dr. Harris does not express himself an ardent seeker
after converts to Judaism; but rather he argues that the
synagogue should stand with open doors that the seeker
may come in. He quotes several Scripture passages
to show that it was the design of God that strangers
should come in to the fold of Israel. But heis still very
far from the missionary idea of the evangehcal Christian.
With him it is not a duty to strive to convince and win a
man, but simply to hold the doors open to those who are
losing confidence in their own particular beliefs, or have
been drifting towards Judaism.

To quote a striking paragraph which is a good repre-
sentative of the discourse, Dr. Harris says:

‘Do I mean that we should endeavor to win others
from their faith? God forbid. A man’s religion is the
profoundest part of him.. We have no more right to take
away omne’s religion than to take away his property
unless we know that his convictions are false, malicious
and dangerous. We have not the excuse to offer that the
Christian had for pursuing Proselytismso frantically. We
do not believe that our faith is the only door to heaven—
the only way to God. We see a relative truth and a legit-
imate right in other faiths. If they are firmly believed
and conscientiously followed, we would feel it undoubted-
ly wrong to disturb them. We only wish that others
would assume the same attitude toward us. We have so
strongly condemned that tendency of some discreditable
representatives of the faith of our neighbors to steal de-
voted believers from Judaism in order toswell their.ranks,
that it would be little short of 1nfamous to adopt that
course ourselves.”

We would not be.slow to join in condemnation of dis-
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creditable methods in missionary workso-called. Heisnot
seeking the glory of God who would win convertsin order
to “swell ranks.” But there is no reason why we should
not attempt to teach a man whose convictions are false,
even if they are notalsomalicious and arenot dangerous to
any one except himself.

A traveler may think that the way before him is per-
fectly safe while you know that there is a concealed pit-
fall near. There is nothing malicious about his convic-
tion, nor his belief at all dangerous except to himself; but
itis your duty to take away his conviction from him if
possible. It is your naturalduty as a fellow traveler, and
your especial obligation also if the king has appointed
you to warn travelers of danger.

Again Dr. Harris says, “ Unquestionably it is our duty
to our religion and to ourselves to let the world know
what that religion is—its beauties, its grandeur, its in-
spiring and eternal truths.”

Yes, Judaism has a good thing, and reason and un-
selfishness would dictate that it should be shared with
humanity. But Christianity, the daughter of Judaism,
according to the flesh, has through the Messiah Jesus un-
speakable blessings for the children of men. Itis right
and seemly that these truths should be presented to
all, that they may, without compulsion, judge concerning
them, and have the opportunity to accept eternal life.

Would that the Jews might become earnest seekers
after converts to their religion! They would learn theles-
sonof the universal brotherhood of man and come to appre-
ciate the fact that it is only through love for them, and for
no base motive that the sincere followers of Christ seek
their turning. W.C. W.

THE POPE’'S DECLARATION AGAINST ANTI-
SEMITISM.
In the letter of warning which Cardinal Rampolla has
addressed by order of the Pope to Prince Lichtenstein,
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chief of the Austrian anti-Semites, writes the Daily Chron-
icle Rome correspondent, the Cardinal inforras the Prince
that social agitation ought to remain within the limits of
Christian principle, and that the Pope cannot approve of
class and racial hatreds such as are fomented by the anti-
Semites. It is the first time that the Pope has publicly
condemned these views, and it is rumored that the Nuncio
at Vienna, who favors the anti-Semitic party; will shortly
be recalled.

The Pope’s letter to Prince Lichtenstein, Chairman of
the Christian Socialist Union and chief of the anti-Semites,
arrived in Vienna on Thursday, March 7th. His Holiness
regrets that the object of the union has been forgotten,
and that passions have been aroused which the Church
cannot tolerate. He desires the union to return to its
original purpose of helping the oppressed, spreading char-
ity and humanitarianism, and setting an example of mod-
eration and self-control.

Our Paris correspondent writes: The condemnation of
anti-Semitism by the Pope, as publishedin theletter of His
Holiness to Prince Litchenstein, has astonished Drumont.
As a good (?) Catholic he cannot ignore this Papal injunc-
tion to stop Jew-baiting. I therefore look forward with
some curiosity to Drumont’s reply in the Libre Parole of
Saturday. ‘L. W.,” a well-.known contributor, says:
The Neue Freie Presse has received a telegram from Rome
giving the tenor of a Papal letter, etc. This paperisowned
by Jews, therefore the existence of that letter is to be
doubted. We are acquainted with the declarations of the
Council, the Doctors and Fathers of the Church upon the
Jews, upon usury, and upon the Talmud, that is to say,
upon “‘le peril Juif”’ and anti-Semitism. The document of
the Viennese Jews would be the first, to our knowledge,
of a contrary spirit.—American Israelite.

HoLINESs consists in two things—two endeavors—to
know God’s will, and to do it when we know it.—Faber.
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MY APPEAL.
BY RABBI I. LITCHENSTEIN.
(Continued from page 72.)

Why, I ask, this unconquerable apathy, this blind inex-
tinguishable hate, this fanatic rage against one of the
greatest, most exalted, most excellent of the founders of
religion, who, it is impossible to deny, has brought to the
whole world, civilization, salvation, redemption, and
blessed faith? It is incomprehensible! In our days, when
the thoughts and judgments of the past are being recast,
and even a monster of Nero’s type findschampions and eulo-
gists, when a conservative Rabbi publishes a critique in
favor of Spinoza, whocombatted every positive religion—
in these days, I say, an old man, who for forty years has
held his office in honor, is robbed of his modest livelihood
and persecuted to the uttermost, because he has dared to
raise the cry to his people, ‘Search and seek, plunge into
the pure, untroubled stream of divine teaching; take note
of the general moral ruin and degradation, and consider
the good of your children. Let go prejudice, be reasona-
ble, be upright and impartial; and when you have thus
made way for your stifled and buried religious convictions,
the Old and New Testament will witness to you, beyond
all dispute, that Christ is our only hope, our Sayviour and
Messiah; that He, only He, and no other, will bring us to
Zion, to the house of our God.”

But, be it as it may, I will not conceal my deep-rooted
convictions, or be dismayed either by the mean, malicious
tricks of secret foes, or by the rough blows of open enem-
ies. ‘“For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for
Jerusalem’s sake will I not keep silent, until her righteous-
ness arise and her salvation asalampthatburneth. That
the Gentiles may see thy righteousness, and all kings thy
glory, and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the
mouth of the Lord shall name’ (Isa. 62:1, 2). *Isay,
then, hath God cast away His people? God forbid! For
Iam also an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe
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of Benjamin. God hath not cast away His people which
He foreknew. Or know ye not what the Scripture says of
Elias, how he made intercessions to God, against Israel,
saying, Lord, they have killed Thy Prophets, and digged
down Thine altars, and I am left alone, and they seek my
life. But what saith the answer of God to him? I have
reserved to Myself seven thousand men who have not
bowed the knee to Baal. Even so there is at this present
time also a remnant according to the election of grace.”
(Rom. 11:1, 5).

I sow the seed undismayed and undiscouraged, though
it may be with tears. The time will assuredly come when
it will ripen and bear fruit, when he will return with joy
who bears his sheaves with him. ‘‘Herel stand on my
watch and set me upon the tower, and look and see what
will be said to me, and what I shall answer him that re-
proveth me. The Lord, however, answers me, and says,
write the visions, paint it clearly on a tablet that he who
runs may read. The vision is yet for an appointed time,
but at the end it shall speak andnot lie. Though ittarry,
wait for it, for it will surely come, and will not tarry. Be-
hold, he who is stiff-necked, he willhaveno restin his heart.
But the just shall live by his faith.” (Hab. 2:1-4),

“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth,- to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For
therein is revealed the righteousness of God from faith
to faith, as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”
(Rom. 1:16,17).

If I speak here of faith and confess Jesus as our Mes-
siah, if I speak withenthusiasm of His world-wide mission,
of that Light-tower—the tower of David—which is built
to illumine the dark horizon with its heavenly radiance,
so that we may not go astray in the wilderness of this
life, but keep the narrow road of salvation in sight; if I
bring forward the simple, sublime, unsurpassed, divine
teaching of the New Testament, and recommend every one
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who strives after righteousness and the fear of the Lord to
seek therein for themselves; if I encourage my Jewish
brethren to draw from the crystal spring and youth-re-
newing well of the apostle, that they may recover in body
and soul, and, newborn, may rejoice and be glad in the
living God ;—if I do this, it is not toforceinto undue prom-
inence any dogma, any sign or wonder, butsimply todraw
attention to the God-ordained way of salvation, as con-
tained in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments. There Christ stands as the central point—the mir-
acle of history, the goal of Israel’s history of miracle, in
whom all its power and perfection is found. Israel, shy
of miracle! because without faith. Israel, born of miracle,
who has the God of miracle as his father and author;
Israel, whose history is encircled and filled in the miracles
of God, stumbles at the miracles of the New Testament!
Israel, whose prophets were continually obliged toconfirm
their words by miracles and signs—who have known an
Elijah and an Elisha, who, on necessity, multiplied meal
and oil and bread, cleansed lepers, and raised the dead (1
Kings, 7: 14, 21; 2 Kings 4: 544:5:1, 27)—Israel, I say,
stumbles at the miracles of Jesus Christ, in whom Israel’s
line of prophets culminated and ended.

Leave, for the present, these signs and miracles of
Christ and concern yourselves with those words in His
gospel which go home so powerfully to heart and con.
science. So doing, you will make progress in the way, the
Being of Christ will be revealed to you, and truly it will
be as x4 (Isa. 9:5), miracle in Person, the miracle of all
history. Then vou will cease to wonder that the marvel-
ous Saviour-life of this divine Master is full of miracle.

They are all miracles of healing and love, in which
His calling as Saviour is apparent, and His love to the
miserable is evidenced by deed. Miracles to satisfy the
curious, to serve His own glory, or for thereliefof His own
personal necessity, you will seek for in vain in His holy
life. Miracle served His word, to strengthen faith where
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it found entrance. For such as opposed Him and yet
sought for signs, He had only the drastic reply, *‘ Thisevil
and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign, and there
shall no sign be given to it but the sign of the prophet
Jonah” (Matt. 12: 39).

He required faith, as God requires faith of those who
come to Him seeking help; faith, that is, openness to His
Word, devotion to His person, reliance on His help.
‘‘Jesus turned Him about, and when He saw her He said,
Daughter, be of good comfort, thy faith hath made thee
whole.””t (Matt. 9:22). ‘‘And there shall come forth a
shoot out of the stem of Jesse, and a tender shoot from
his roots. And the spirit of the Lord shall restupon Him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, thefspirit of coun-
sel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord; and shall make him of quick understandingin the fear
of the Lord ; and He shall not judge after the sight of His
eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of His ears. But with
righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with
equity for the meek of the earth; and He shall smite the
earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of
His lips shall He slay the wicked. And righteousnessshall
be the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness the girdle of His
reins”’ (Isa. 11: 1.-5).

Thus does Isaiah describe the coming Son of David,
such divine attributes do the Prophets ascribe to Him.
Truly He is a miraculous person, both divine and human,
but still I will not enlarge here upon His wondrous birth
and wondrous return to the Father—a stone of stumbling
to the unbelieving, notwithstanding that an Elijah also

1. A little book has appeared quite recently which is worthy of serious
consideration. Itis written by Prof. J. M. Charcot, and is entitled, ‘‘ Saving
Faith,” founded on knowledge and experience (Der Heilende Claube). Yes,
Christ will come again in unimagined glory and splendor. Then, for the first
time, we shall perfectly understand Him, and perfectly adore. Now we see
through a mirror, a word which is dark to us, but then face to face. ‘‘Now I
know in part, but then shall I know even as I am known " (1 Cor. 13:12).
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ascended to heaven in a fiery chariot and instorm. (2
Kings 2: 11).

Again, I will not speak of the Holy Spirit or the Chris-
tian doctrine of the Godhead—Father, Son and Spirit—
although our Chassidim, who claim to be successors of
the heroes of the Talmud, and with whom the orthodox
in Judaism now go hand in hand, believe in a ten-fold
Godhead, in ten emanations, who with En-Sof (the Eter-
nal) form one absolute, inseparable unity, with ten sides
and ten faces. These say, ‘‘As the fire with its flames and
sparks is but one, so the Eternal with the Sefirot radiat-
ing from Him is one in being.” Many also of our most
advanced Rabbis cannot think of God without the Schec-
hinai (glory) and the wpn ™ Holy Spirit. Neither will I
here represent Christ as the Lamb of Sacrifice whose death
was an atonement, although our Talmudists often repeat
2% e MR w3 00D o1y “ The righteous bear the
sins of their generation.”
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““As the death of the red heifer is an atonement,
so also the death of the righteous is atoning.” But
I will here only emphasize the fact that that Jew is an
enemy to his own flesh, a traitor to himself, and morally
a suicide, who does not finally recognize Christ as his
Messiah, and render Him the homage due to Him—who
does not unite with the pioneers and heralds of Christ and
exclaim in accord with them, *“Sing to the Lord a new
song, for He has done wondrously. His right hand and
His holy arm have gotten Him thevictory. The Lordhas
proclaimed His salvation before all people, Hehasrevealed
His righteousness, He remembered His grace and His
truth to the house of Israel.”

‘“Here is the patience of the saints, here are they who
keep the commandments of God and faith in Jesus, who is

1. MW Protocol of the first Assembly of Rabbis at Braunschweig, June,
1844. Third edition, page 105.
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not come to destroy but tofulfillthelaw and the prophets.”’
Brethren, away to Jesus, who by the wings of His
spirit has borne countless thousands into a purer region,
into the kingdom of heaven; who alone has made fruitful
the spirit of the nations, who has averted the death-blow
from the human victim of degraded heathen sacrifice, who
has given a new direction to thought and manner of life,
and a new existence to nations and states. Who like He
has awakened dead consciences out of their senselessness,
taught true dignity and nobility, broken down the
separating walls of classes and races, and established
brotherliness and equality of mankind before God? Cer-
tainly He has effected that which was prophesied of the
seed of David, His work has been that of the predicted
Messiah and the true Seed of Abraham, through Him all
nations of the earth are being and will yet be blessed. It
is possible to shut our eyes to these patent facts, but we
are not the less blind for doing so.

It is true you can point me to curse and not to bless-
ing, and bring to my remembrance the iniquity and abom-
inable treatment which has encountered us in the name of
Christianity through all the centuries; the torture, the
oppression, the martyr-piles, and the blood, which stain
so many pages of the Church’s history. You may well
make me note the hateful doings of the Anti-Semites, and
their attempts to poison the minds of the people against
us, but, I ask, is Israel in its past and present itself free
from such reproach? have we nothing to mourn and re-
pent? Have our ancestors ever spoken in the same spirit
as our father Abraham, ‘‘Let there be no strife between
me and thee, between my herdsmen, and thy herdsmen,
for we are brethren?”” Has not bitter, unappeasablestrife
raged between tribe and tribe, brother and brother,among
those nearest related ?

Have there not been in the past, and arethere not yet,
Jews enough who, full of envy and mistrust, endeavor to
spoil their brother of honor, and who would even snatch
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the scant food from his mouth? ¢ These are wicked peo-
ple, Jews only by name,” so you can answer me; but Itell
youon the authority of the plain teaching of the New
Testament, that Christians who do not love every one,
whose hearts do not beat in love and brotherliness to their
neighbor, regardless of class or race, who are revengeful
or do evil of any kind, that such are Christians in name
only, like those Jews who are only Jews according to the
flessh—Christians who are alien to the spirit and word of
Christ, unregenerate, sin-stricken souls, whom every true
Christian, every real follower of Christ must denounce as
unclean, and avoid,—Shadows of the night which disap-
pear before the light of day. Look, then, not into the
darkness but into the light. ‘‘Light is sweet, and a pleas-
ant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun.” God has
His people among the peoples, and Christ His spiritual
disciples in the churches. Step out of your narrow circle
and rub your sleepy eyes; look about you, and see what
is being done on every hand by the truedisciples of Christ;
see the sacrifice of their faith, the work of their love, the
life and endeavor of their spirits. Admire those noble
Christian women who, instead of frequenting places of en-
tertainment, ball, concerts, and the like, for the love of
Christ visit hospitals, tend the sick and bind up wounds,
who venture on gloomy nights into dens of vice, to raise
the fallen, to save the tempted from destruction, and to
lead the erring to virtue and to God.

Admire the power of Christ in the numerous youth in
all Christian lands, chiefly in Germany and England, who,
instead of reading pernicious literature, read the Bible, in-
stead of frivolous songs sing psalms, and instead of loose
company, frequent devotional meetings.

Lastly, to be just to the Christian messengers, the
missionaries,! who for Christ’s sake go outinto the world,

1. Ah! I have again committed an unheard-of offence, and given my ene-
mics a new point of attack. Impossible! Who dares to speak in praise of the
missionaries, the most hated of all men after Christ Himself? And above all,
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the Bible only in their hands, without weapon or defence,
and who, renouncing comfort, and defying privation and
weariness, offer the gospel to the heathen,and in such self-
denying work are neither dismayed by the savage canni-
bal or the fatal climate. Learn to honor and appreciate
those friends of Israel among the nations, those Philo
Semites among the Christians—of whom Prof. Franz De-
litzsch, of Leipzig, was one—who ‘‘ behold the God ofIsrael,
and under His feet, as it were, a beautiful sapphire like the
colors of heaven when it is bright,” and who holdin truth
the pure, spiritual, original, Moaic faith: ‘“ Hear, O Israel,
the Lord our God is one God. And thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with all thy might; and thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” (Mark 12: 29-31).

These follow Jesus, and in the power of His Spiritseek
to give expression to that which was the heart and the
soul of the revelation of God by Moses and the Prophets;
in them it is truly come to pass: ‘ My name is had in
praise among the nations, from the sunrise to its going
down.” (Mal.1:11).

These friends of Israel have no desire to turn us away
from the one God our Father, but to bring us to Christ,
as to Him in whom Jehovah dwells, and who has appear-
ed to redeem His people; as to Him also in whom Faith,
Hope, and Love, those three heavenly powers, which are
the arteries of true Judaism, course together in their orig-
inal source and heat. If we call on Him, He will reveal
Himself as the Good Shepherd, through the tender mercy
of our God, whereby the dayspring from on High hath vis-
ited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and the

who speaks in praise of the Jewish missionaries? But truth and experience
have set me free. It may be among missionaries as also in other human so-
cieties, that there are some self-serving, sordid natures, yet the greater number
are earnest, truly pious and tried disciples of Christ, who glow with fervent
zeal for the salvation of mankind and also of the Jews. ‘‘The Lord reward
them according to their work,” and their recompense be perfect with the Lord
the God of Israel.
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shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
(Luke1: 78, 79).

Dearest Brethren, we are in the midst of the Christian
world, we are scattered among the nations who worship
the God of Israel in Christ; whether we recognizeit ornot,
we are walking in the light which Christ has shed over
the world, and we enjoy the fruits of His having come as
Saviour. How long shall we continue, cold and lifeless ?
How long shall we repel and hold aloof from Him who is
the Crown of Israel, in whom the Law and the Prophets
have their fulfillment and completion? No more do we
dwell pent up in the Ghetto, the time of our inequality as
citizens and deprivation of political rights is at an end,
we share in all the intellectual privileges of dur Christian
fellow-citizens.. Why then should welonger remaincooped
up in the narrow spiritual Ghetto, in which for centuries
long we have delt, whose walls havelongsince been broken
down and overcome by a new spirit of life?

Rabbanic-Talmudic Judaism, that wonderful old for-
tress of the tenacious Jewish mind, built up in opposition
to Christianity, is full of breeches—a heap of ruins.

Gone is the old Jewish piety, gone the old Jewish vir-
tues, kindled by faith in Scripture and tradition, the whole
armory against oppression and persecution is decayed.
The barest unbelief, the boldest immorality and worldli-
ness, meets usinthe Jewish youth of our day; not the Tal-
mud only, but with countless Jews, Moses and the Prophets
are also become a scoff. From whence shall help come?
Who can heal this wound of Joseph? The true balm of
Gilead for Israel lies in the hand of Jesus. New enemies of
our people have arisen, the Anti-Semites have sown a
dragon’s seed which ripens to a horrid harvest. Thisnew
Goliath will receive his death-blow from the Semites, Jesus
and His Apostles, by the grace and truth of His words.
Range yourselves under the banner of Jesus, and then we
can overcome our enemies with their own weapons, and
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destrox their mole hill. Is God with us, then who can be
against us? But God is not with us if we are not with
His Servant and Child Jesus.

And will Israel cease to be a nation when at last he
recognizes in Christ his Redeemer and Messiah-King?
Shall we then be absorbed in Christendom, and will there
be an end to our God-consecrated people? By no means;
Israel wili then, at last, attain the position to which he is
called of God. Atthehead of thenations, as the first-born,
the people of Salvation, from whom the Saviour of all
peoples has arisen; as that nation in which the Kingdom
of God was first founded, and reached its perfection in
Jesus, the true King of Israel. Then will be fulfilled to
Israel those prophetic promises as yet unfulfilled; then the
words of Zechariah shall become true: ‘‘Thus saith the
Lord of Hosts, at that time ten men. out of all the lan-
guages of the nations shall take hold of the skirt of him

that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you, for we have

heard that God is with you” (Zech. 8: 23); as also the
words of Isaiah: ‘At the last times shall the mountain
of the Lord’s house be exalted, and be high above all the
mountains, and all nations shall flow unto it. And one
shall encourage another, saying, Come ye, let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord, to the House of the God of
Jacob, and He will teach us His ways, and we will walk
in His paths. For from Zion will go forth the law, and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. O House of Jacob,
come ye and let us walk in the light of the Lord!” (Isa.
2:2.5).

Jesus says, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one cometh unto the Father but by me.” (John 14:
6). ‘““Then spake Jesus again to them and said: Iam the
Light of the World, he that followeth Me shall not walk
in darkness, but shall have the Light ot Life.” (John 8:
12).

Israel! Arise, shine! Thy Light is come.
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