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THE PECULIAR PEOPLE.

*‘The Lord hath choeen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself.”—Deat. 14: 2. -

A Christian Monthly devoted to Jewish Interests, Political, Social,
Literary, and Religious.
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“For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee. Be-
cause of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek thy good.”"—Psa. 122: 8, 9.
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JUDAUS 8UM ; JUDAICI NIHIL A ME ALIENUM PUTO.

AT this season of the year, the time of the most sol.
emn Jewish festival, the Day of Atonement, the differ-
ences which exist between Judaism and Christianity as
they exist in the world as distinct religious systems come
up vividly before us. That these differences are to be
noted, and that they seem sometimes to be irreconcilable,
we must admit. This in spite of the fact that Judaism and
Christianity ought to be one.

THE diffesences in doctrine and belief to which' we
refer are due partly to a false education on both sides,
partly to prejudice, partly to an inherent difference in the
position of the non-Christian Jew and the. Christian to-
ward Jesus. The relation of the believer to his Lord is
a personal one, and is more than a mere belief in a creed.
But this fundamental difference between the trué Chris-
tian and any other, be he Jew or Gentile, is not, after
all, the difference between the “jew™ and the ¢ Chris.
tian " as those terms are falsely placed in antagonism.
We could wish that at this solemn season all, both jew
and Gentile, could come to a sincere and hearty repent-
ance and belief in Christ, that is in God as the Saviour
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from sin, not merely as a being to worship,—above all not
as an object of worship in the sense of a theological test,—
but as the true personal Saviour of each sinner, not from
a hell, real or imaginary, so much as from sin.

BuT we are’ constrained to utter a word in regard to
some views we believe to be erroneous; namely, the opin-
ion of Jewish thinkers who err in considering Christian-
ity as a mere human adaptation of Judaism to the needs
of the heathen Gentile world, and the view of those
Christians who fail to apprehend the true identity be-
tween a pure Christianity and Judaism perfectly devel-
oped. Judaism, the God-given religion, is to-day imper-
fect. Christianity, the God-given religion in its further
development, is not only still imperfect, but sadly marred.
The New Covenant is the Old Covenant renewed, and is
the culmination of the divine teaching through all the
_ages durihg which God led His people. Jews who acknowl-
edge thedivine character of the religion of Moses, ought to
admit the divine character of the religion of Jesus,and the
essential identity of the two ought to be apparent. 1f
the Law be the great miracle of the ages, and if its truly
divine teaching be inexplicable otherwise than as a reve.
lation of God, then the life and character of Jesus, the
realization of the ideal of that Law, is the other greatest
miracle of human life, not to be explained save by the di-
vine element in His nature. The nature of the divinity
.in Judaism and in Christianity is one. God who gave His
Law, who sent His Prophets, also revealed Himself 1n the
fullness of time in the person-of His Son. )

LET us not, on the eve of the Day of Atonement, with
the thought of sin and divine wrath mingled with the
hope of divine mercy in our midst, strive together over
the theological questions involved in the sacrificial view
of the atonement. Let us rather all come to Jesus, and
from Him learn spiritual light, life, and love. Let us, in
the light of His.life and teachings, find the only relief
from sin, whereby divisions and antagonisms in the camp
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of Israel and in the host of Jesus’ followers may cease, as
with a true repentance of sin, and a spirit of willingness
to follow whithersoever the hand of God may lead us, we
all trust the Word of our God. Arguments avail but lit-
tle to the member of Synagogue or Church: repentance
and faith in God,—in His Law, in His Word revealed to
Prophet and Apostle, and in His Son, the Messiah our
Righteousness,—alone avail for salvation;

L5 o»

BY THE REV. S. S. POWELL.

The tenth of Tishri is the Great Day of Atonement.
It occurs in the early autumn, in the sixth month of the
religious year, and the first month of the ordinary year as
reckcned by the Jews. This day is the only fast day pre-
scribed in the Pentateuch.! The ideaof atonement in this
fast is that of the “covering over” of sin. It finds ex-
pression 1n the name that was employed for the cover of
the sacred ark of the covenant, N2, kagporeth, explained
by the.interpreters of the LXX. and in the New Testa-
ment as tAaorypiov, and translated by Jerome propitiator:-
um, i. ¢, mercy seat. The idea of propitiation existed in a
greater or less degree in all the animal sacrifices, and was
fully manifest in the sin and tresspass offerings. But on
the great day of Atonement, once every year, in the midst
of most impressive fasting, called in the Pentateuch *af-
flicting the soul,”® the truth of atonement for sin was
brought out by means of specially striking and varied cer-
emonies. The two offerings, one for sacrifices and the
other for banishment to an uninhabited place, bearing the
sins of the congregation of Israel, taught very clearly the
putting away of sins on the occasion of confession and
true repentance. The gates of repentance are always
open, but once every year on the day of Atonement there

1) Yom Kippur; . e., Day of Atonement,
3) Lev. 16:139-34; 23:27-33.
3) Lev. 16: 29; 23: 27 and 29,
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was an impressive presentation of the putting away of sin
by the means of propitiation.

The observance of the Day of Atonement at the pres-
ent time is preceded by forty days in which every morn-
ing trumpets are blown throughout the world wherever
there are Jewish communities.! These forty days from
the commencement of the month Elul are in commemora-
tion of the same period during which Moses, for the sec-
ond time tarried on Mount Sinai after he had broken
the first tables of the Law. Rambam® considers that the
Day of Atonement is in commemoration of the descent of
Moses at the expiration of that time, when he announced
forgiveness to the people for their sin of worshiping the
golden calf?® He also says that the sound of the trumpet
is to awaken and terrify men, that they may not run in
the broad way that leads to destruction, (]Y13® Abaddon)
that they may consider their doings in view of the coming
of the day of judgment, typically set forth in New Year's
day, the first of lishri, ten days before the Day of Atone-
ment.

We shall be assisted in finding a true and full interpre-
tation of the meaning of this great day if we attentively
read the two Haphtaroth prescribed for the day by the

4211 of Israel (Isa. 57: 14 to 58), and the four chapters of
the Book of Jonah. These two portions from the Prophets
were assigned to be read on that day, morning and after-
noon, because they were deemed eminently appropriate
for the day. They contain truth which finds expression
in the clearest manner in the teachings of the Day of
Atonement. .

In the Mishna® it is declared : Ankw oy Y33 pnv 139 o
N3 30 1 137 INBABY RXW ANR O R T3P 7 NN R¥W

22123 WD) Q0233 MM “ Rabbi Jonannan said : In ev-

1) See THE PECULIAR PEOPLE, Vol. I1., No. 6, pp. 122 ¢f seg., and Vol V..
No. 6, pp. 124, ef seg.

2) Maimonides, 7. ¢., Rabbi Moses Ben Maimon.

3) ©Y1) A (More Nebuckim ‘‘Guide to the Perplexed.”) 18.
4) Our sages of blessed memory.

S) Megillah 3t a.
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ery place where thou findest the majesty of the Holy One
—Blessed be He'!—thou findest His humility. So it is
written in the Law, repeated in the Prophets. and reiter-
ated in the Scriptures (Hagiographa!).” Then follow
three citations in the order indicated. That from the
Prophets is Isa. §7:15, a part of the Haphtarah for the
morning of the Day of Atonement, “ For thus saith the
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name
1s Holy: I dwell in the high aud holy place, with him also
that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the
spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones.” In this place, therefore, according to the
teaching of the Mishna, are found both the majesty and
humility (PwWwWy) of the Eternal. God dwells now more
fully with the humble and contrite souls since He
first dwelt in humiliation and suffering with the lowly
Prophet of Nazareth, Jesus the Messiah. Not only was
the Messiah to come in grandeur and great glory, but He
was also to be the suffering Servant of Jehovah. He suf-
fered supremely in the offering up of Himself as the
world’s great Sin-offering on the cross, when He bore the
sins of all men, and so made atonement for the sins of the
world. His death, and His death only, fs the efficacious
propitiation for sinful men. The full teaching of atone-
ment in all the Scripture is concentrated in the death that
He died; and His death makes possible the offering up
of ourselves in fullest consecration to God, and is the only
means for such a possibility and privilege. “1I create the
fruit of the lips,” says the Prophet in the name of the
Lord.? If we shall at all present acceptable offerings that
God will own, of praise and true thanksgiving, if God
shall at all open our lips that our mouth may show forth
His praise, then it is all because we believe on the name
of the crucified and risen Redeemer who suffered on the
cross that we might live.

1) Holy Writings, the rest of the Old Testament besides the Law and the
Prophets.

2) Isa. s7:19.



126 THE PECULIAR PEOPLE.

¢ Here 1 I'll sit, forever viewing
Mercy streaming in His blood ;
Precious drops, my soul bedewing,
Plead, and claim my peace with God.”
.
“ Peace, peace to him that is far off,” cries the Prophet,
“and to him that is near, saith the Lord; and | will heal
him.” This is no cry of the captivity, the depth of whose
meaning is exhausted in the return of the exiles, both
those who lived near to their land and those whose resi-
dence was remote. It is the voice of God in prophecy de-
claring peace to both Jews and Gentiles. Jew and Gen-
tile alike He makes near by the sacrificial blood of Jesus.
Together they are reconciled in one body by the cross,
and in the redeemed Church of the future “are built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone.” Eph. 2: 20.

Apart from the acceptance of Jesus and the merits of
His sacrificial death, the observance of the Day of Atone-
ment as a fast day, and all efforts after repentance during
the forty days preceding, cannot be of any avail to any in
the house of Israel. “ Isit such a fast that I have chosen?”
the Prophet says, *a day for a man to afflict his soul? Is
it to bow down his head as a bullrush, and to spread sack-
cloth and ashes under him? Wilt thou call this a fast, and
an acceptable day to the Lord? Is not this the fast that I
have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo
the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and
that ye break every yoke?” Isa. 58:5,6. Let not any of
Israel say that they have sounded the depths of the
prophet’s meaning when they apply these words to the
doing of charity, as that word is commonly understood,
or to works of simple justice. Israel himself is bowed
beneath heavy burdens. ‘T'he yoke of the kingdom of
Heaven as he conceives of it is heavy indeed. Let him
bear that yoke in the light of Jesus. Then will he know
peace, and liberty, and righteousness. .

AroBY 30 900 ARYY 9pena om arhoa MY pwv 139 ek
eys AnG WY . o o AChe Anatye Ava3h Bnh o ntewn

1) At the cross,
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arn xapntr L nmbathy Ann ot onbr anon 3ncem Ann onoe
1k amn mbna peww n kb pants b pre ann ko
“Rabbi Joshua ben Levi said: Every day a voice from
Heaven goes forth from Mount Horeb, and proclaims and
says, Woe to creatures for contempt f the Law. . . .

And the Scripture saith, The tables were the work cf
God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon
the tables; read not N™n ‘graven,’ but AMN ¢ liberty; for
he only’is free who 1s occupied in the study of the Law.""

" Never were words more truly spoken by any of the rab-
binical teachers. Truly God's voice from Heaven does
go forth without ceasing from Horeb in the Law first spok-
en there, pronouncing upon His own chosen people all
the woes that are written in the Five Books for contempt
of His Holy Word. Whence are ali°the sufferings of Is-
rael in these latter days, if not because the curses of the
Pentateuch are finding their fulfillment in view of the
chosen people's disregard of God’s counsel that they
should listen to the Prophet like unto Moses, whom He
would send? Truly he only is free whose mind and heart
are liberated by a love and study of the Scriptures, but no
one can truly enter into the liberty of the Scriptures who
has not first become a disciple of Jesus. He only is free
whom the Son has made free. Such, therefore, may en-
grave the words of Holy Scripture on their hearts, and
all the more be thankful for true liberty that shall never
be taken away from them.

“There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked,” says
the Prophet, in the Haphtarah for the morning of the
Day of \Atonement. Jews are becoming mcreasmgly fa-
miliar with the teachings of the New Testament. Such
familiarity brings to the Jew wondrous possibilities, but
also great repotisibility. To be familiar with the life and
work and claims of Jesus, and then to refuse obedience to
Him is the supreme wickedness that any soul can commit.
The breaking of the tables of stone by Moses on his first
descent from the top of Sinai was occasioned by the sin

1) Aboth 6b. Pereg di Rabbi Meir.
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of the golden calf. The same sin was repeated in the
national worship of the northern kingdom upon the occa-
sion of the severance ot the ten tribes. The sin of Jero-
boam, the son of Nebat. was the erection of the golden
calves at Bethel and Dan. The perpetuation of this calf-
worship kept up the alienation between the North and the
South; and,when the northern part of the land was forsak-
en by its tribes, occasioned by the Assyrian invasions, still
for long centuries after, some of the fairest portions of the
Holy Land were in possession of a people devoted to a
- schismatic worship. O Aaos uwpos o xaroixwv &v Zixtuozs.
““A foolish people live in Shechem.” said Jesus, the son of
Sirach.!! Between the Jews and the Samaritans there
could be no compromise, for salvation was of the Jews.
But the people of Israel are committing the sin of sins in
rejecting their own Messiah. They place themselves in
line with the sin of the golden calf, and until they repent
of that sin they are still afar off from the spiritual privi-
leges that are rightfully theirs.

The forty days preceding the Day of Atonement read-
ily suggest the forty days proclaimed by Jon.\h after
which Ninevah was to be destroyed. The overthrow of
the city, however, was averted by the sincere repentance
of the people. They were convinced of the truth of the
preaching of Jonah. His preaching was accompanied by
the incontestable sign of a miraculous preservation in the
depths of the sea through three days and three nights.
They could not refuse to believe the dne for the truth
of it must have been well authenticated by credible wit-
nesses; neither did they refuse to believe the other, the
truth of his preaching. So long as Israel refuses to heed
the incontestable sign of the resurrection of Jesus and
His ascension to the right hand of power, attested by in-
fallible proofs, so long as they will not listen to the
preaching of Jesus, all their efforts after repentance are
incomplete. So long as they do not repent of their great-
est sin how can they be heard? The day of judgment

1) Sirach so: 26.
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truly is coming, and we are reminded of it by the coming
of New Year’s Day, and there remains nothing for the
unrepentant buta fearful looking forward to 1128, destruc-
tion,

When Moses ascended Sinai the second time he beheld
God’s glory. That glory in one way of viewing it is His
goodness. Moses heard the divine Name proclaimed, and
its interpretation: .BRYION~IMN DOR T (MY OV Ik AP P
“The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.” These
great words are always in force. For all that the chosen
people have sinned in refusing to listen to the voice of
Jesus, God has not cast away His people. They shall yet
hear the divine voice of the Son. Then will the veil be
taken away from their hearts, and all the world shall know

that they have beheld God’s glory.
COVERT, N. Y.

AARON ADOLPH SAPHIR, D. D.
THE PRINCE OF BIBLE PREACHERS, MIGHTY IN THE SCRIPTURES.

BY A"2h. ‘
(Continued from page 109.)

About forty-eight years lie between the day in which
Dr. Saphir publicly professed Christ and the day of his going
up to the heavenly mansions to enjoy life eternal in the
Jerusalem which is above. But if it can be affirmed of any
human being that he led a godly life, we may certainly say
so of Dr. Saphir. What he was in the early days when he
found Jesus his Lord, that also we find him to have been
in more fully developed proportions in the last days of his
life. His deep and earnest piety, his simple and unassum-
ing ways, his reverence for everything connected with
the Word of God, and his intense zeal for the promotion
of spiritual life,—all these marked the whole of his life.
To be surein some way he may have met with severe trials,
and have suffered the devices of Satan tempting him,
but he always passed triumphantly through them all,as it is
the privilege of all the children of God to come out finally
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conquering instead of conquered. His childlike simplicity
and true faith in God was never altered, even by the heat
of philosophical studies. Nay, more, they were rather
strengthened and aided by his study of philosophy. Thus
his life was a great blessing indeed; a blessing to himself
and a blessing to all who came into contact with him,
either personally or by his writings.

Soon after he embraced Christ Aaron had to leave
his parents’ home in order that he might obtain a good
education. Young as he was, he was a very zealous evan-
gelist from the time he first publicly professed Christ.
This fact, and the abilities his father very early discov-
ered in him, awakened in his father's heart the desire to
see his son become a preacher of salvation. And so, not
without many tears, in the autumn of 1843, he left his
father’s house and went to Edinburgh to prepare for use-
ful service in God’s vineyard. It was very hard for Israel
Saphir to part with Aaron, who was his Benjamin, his
“beloved companion_in his days of trial and victory.”
‘The accommodations for travelers were not then as they
are now, and governmental restrictions were an impedi-
ment in every way for those who wished to travel. But
for the good purpose of doing service for God, the father
endured this parting. Six months he spent in Edin.-
burgh at the house of Dr. Duncan, where he improved in
health and acquired a good knowledge of English. The
memory of these six mouths remained with him all his
life long. For there he enjoved the truly motherly care
of Mrs. Duncan, who, as the Rev. Alexander Tomory, a
Jewish missionary, expressed it, was “ fitted in every way
to be a mother in Israel.” She cared for his comfort and
kept an eye upon his studies. She was a mother to him
in every sense. But, as he was to get the best - possible
education, after six months it was decided that he should
leave Edinburgh and go to Berlin, which he did, staying
at the home of the Rev. Charles Schwartz, D. D. He re-
mained at Berlin from 1844 to 1848, attending the Gymna-
sium there. Of his education there we have his own
words, as follows: “After six months at Edinburgh, where



THE PE C’ULi AR PEOPLE. 131

I stayeq at the house of the learned and pious Orientalist
and expositor, Dr. John Duncan, and acquired the English
languagre, I was sent to my brother-in-law, the Rev. Charles
Schwartz, who at that time was working in Berlin as Jew.
ish missionary of the Free Church of Scotland. In Berlin
l'attended a public school for three years and a half. To-
wards the end of this time I was removed into the upper
fifth form, having obtained the highest number of marks,
It was my wish to finish the prescribed course at Berlin,
but my brother-in-law left for Amsterdam, and [ was com-
Pelied to go to Scotland, where I had friends who took a
kmdly interest in me. I was then in my seventeenth
Yyear ™
~ There is no doubt that his stay in Berlin was providen.
tial.  The Rev. Gavin Carlyle writes thus of this part of
his life: «This portion of his life, from the age of thirteen
10 seventeen, was very important as a preparation for his
future career. He acquired a thorough knowledge, not
°nly of German literature, but also of German philosophy,
as Hegelianism, which enabled him to understand easily
Il after years, the source and weakness of much of the
half-fAledged Rationalism which has reached this country
and @ff¥ected so much various branches of theology. Much’
ofhis power in combating unbelief arose from the ordeal
thrc’ugh which he passed in these Berlin years. He never
lost hijs spiritual confidence and his Christian faith, but he
Psseq through many sharp conflicts and dark and gloomy
““Periences. . . . The whole of the Gymnasium was
rat"QI;alistic. Hegelianism, Pantheism, everything tending
' W pelief in the divine and supernatural, seemed to be
n the very air breathed by the teachers and abler pupils,
Rel‘gion was generaily at a low ebb in Berlin. Fora
YOQth of philosophic insight and ability, who could ap.
PI® < i ate the attractions of Hegelion philosophy, and of
P ANt heism generally, and could look at things from their
Sta‘nd-point, this was no ordinary trial. A less profound
MINa would have been less affected. Divine grace within
and  tpe experience he had had of the intense reality of
BIS relations with God in Christ struggled against it, but
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the struggle was severe, and it is quite possible that it
might have undermined his delicate constitution if he had
not met with a friend with whom he had thorough sym-
pathy, to whom he could unbosom himself, who could un-.
destand him and enter with him into philosophic specu-
lations, and yet help him to remove the clouds that troub-
led him. . . . This experience of Saphir's in the depths
—his thorough understanding of the pantheistic philoso-
phy—had, no doubt, in God’s providence, a great influence
on his future, enabling him to take a broad and philosophic
view of things, and to resist the subtle influence of a sys-
tem which indirectly perplexes multitudes who do not un-
derstand the sources of philosophy. One tracesin the writ-
ings of Saphir that he sees far beneath the surface, that
he comprehends clearly the connecting links, and that he
maintains the divine authority of Scripture throughout,
not because he does not appreciate the questions raised,
but because he understands them so thoroughly that he
at once traces influences destructive of Christianity, as a
divine religion, where many theologians less profound be-
come bewildered in minutia.”

Thus far the Rev. Gavin Carlyle, his biographer. But
we have hisown words, and though space does not allow
me to quote very much, yet I cannot leave this point with-
out quoting Saphir's own words. They will be helpful to
every one who reads them. In a letter to a friend in 1877,
dealing with Broad-Churchism, he writes: “1 passed for
several years through many doubts and phases, and was
exposed to very ‘broad’ and pantheistic influences, and
I remember that I was often irritated by severe and im-
patient orthodox treatment. The reading of Scripture
and Pascal’s Pensees dispelled the mists.” The grace of
God sustained him, and all these trials were a great help,
in God's providence, to make him a more blessed instru-
ment in leading souls to Him who is the centre of our
life. Near the end of his Berlin sojourn we find Saphir
writing in a letter to his spiritual father, the Rev. Dr.
Wingate, as follows: “Iam getting on very well in my
studies, and my wish and desire is that I may one day be
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able to do something in Christ's kingdom and be of some
Use i bringing salvation nigh to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel. May He prepare me for His work, may
He hh o raor me to labor in His vineyard and to proclaim
the o 1ad tidings of Zion.” And God granted him his
wishy [n 1848 he left Berlin and was at once transferred
toth e evangelical atmosphere of Scotland. After having
Passecl an examination, he was received into the second
tlass  ©f under-graduates at the University of Glasgow.
Atth is university, and also at the Marischal College, Ab-
erdee ra . which he attended afterwards, he took all the
Presc ri bed subjects in preparation for the study of the-
ologx~.  After having finished at Marischal College, where
he too Kk the first prize for Greek, he became a student of
theol © v in the Free Church College, Edinburgh. The
Free  Church College’s theology was too rigid for a mind
whicta  had been brought into contact with the philosophy
and > oetry of the German writers, and it caused 'a great
Strugr o le in Saphir's heart. But the Lord was gracious to
him, = rq with His help he overcame.

Ix the year 1852 we find him writing thus: ¢ 1 was
¢diCa ted in Berlin. The simple, joyous faith of childhood
83V  ~aray gradually as I became older and was brought
00 < ptact with philosophy and poesy. A rigid Calvin-
1SUC ¥y ode of apprehending Christianity was little calcu.
lateqq t o bring me back to Christ, the true Life Transfig-
arer A md Truth Revealer. Yet after struggling and seek-
gogé 1T has pleased God to let me see Christ, the perfect
mak‘ X an, who alone draws us unto God's communion and

s ys true, real men; the dark riddles that have
E:;Pi <= xed me began to be solved; in God becoming man I
tion’ felt it, the most glorious solution of my soul’s ques-
aspi? the most glorious poetry had appeared.” As his
pre S tions were to preach to the Jews in Germany, he
tempal‘ed for this work, and in 1853 he made the first at-

Bt.  Ip October, 1853, he wrote the following: “I

wor . .
keqg this summer for three months in Hamburg among
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the Jews and Christians' (poor wretches both). and I am
glad I did it, because it drove the cobwebs vut or my head
and made me think more of Christianity as a power in life.”
That summer he also tried to work in Londou in Hounds-
ditch, and the immediate vicinity, for those who were his
kinsmen after the flesh. But it seems that the Lord had
apportioned to him the lot. of St. Paul,—to De a chosen
vessel unto Him to bear His name before Gentiles (chief,
ly) aund (also) the children of Israel. See Acts g:15. For
it became his duty to minister to a Gentile Christian
Church. To this church he was a great blessing, at the
same time advocating the Jewish cause and crying like St.
Paul, “ My heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is
that they might be saved.” His heart was always set on
Jewish work, the hope of engdging in which had been an
inspiration to him in all the difficulties of his life as a stu-
dent. Indeed, after he had graduated he was ordained to
preach tothe Jews. Hamburg was selected as the place
of his work. But his biographer tells us that in his youth-
ful vigor and intense love of his nation, and his belief in
its future, which was always strong, he “had ideas of his
own, which went far beyond the gathering of a few con-
verts or a small Christian congregation.” He entertained
the desire of influencing Jews in a larger way through
the press, by writing tracts to show the essential identity
of true Christianity and true Judaism, that according to
the Scriptures Christianity was the necessary outcome of
Judaism, and that Jesus was the true promised Messiah.
But Saphir’s methods did not meet with the approval he
hoped for, and means were not forthcoming to carry them
out. So he resigned his position and returned to Scot-
land without any definite plan for future work. But God
vouchsafed to him His guidance; for by the speciai prov-
idence of God he was led to enter upon his great iife-
work as an English preacher. At the suggestion of a
college friend he was invited to preach at the Lydgate

3) Dr. Saphir, like many others, uses these terms in the religious sznse only,
whicn practice we have again and again condemned.
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Presbyterian Church, South Shields, and it was soon seen
that his calling was to be a great blessing to the Gentile
Christians. He had wonderful gifts, thus described by
his biographer : “ He had a wonderful power of compress-
ing in short space a large and comprehensive view of his
subject, and doing so with an intense fervency and a
thrilling tone of a deep, spirit-stirring voice, which had a
kind of magnetic power, never to be forgotten by those
Who came under his influence.” How great a blessing he
has been to the Church of God, volumes could not com-
pletely describe. It was his privilege to bring multitudes
to the threshold of grace. Thousands upon thousands
have looked upon him as their spiritual father. His in-
fluence was greater as a writer, if possible, than as a
SPeaker, for he was naturally endowed with remarkable
talent for litterature. Dr. Saphir’s first book, “Conversion,”
Written when he was a quiet village parson, made him a
great name. It is a rare book: seldom can be found a
Work where so much scholarship is employed with §o lit-
tle Ostentation, nor is it easy to mention one adapted to
S0 varied a range of readers. But his lecture, * Christ
and the Scriptures,” achieved for him a more extended
fime. gjs writings are widely known and loved. The
Sfeatest evangelical men in England and America ad-
Mred and loved him. Spurgeon and other famous men
Wei € his warm friends. And those whorh he helped to
dhig her spiritual life are legion.

A fter a blessed active service of about thirty-five years
for Fhe Gentile Christian Church, Dr. Saphir was called
! his reward in the heavenly heights. He died April 4,
1391, the 25th of Second Adar, 5651, of the Jewish calen-
dar. . He was born on a great day of the Jewish series of
fes‘tl"a.ls. the Day of Atonement, and he died on the holy
Sab}?ath, and one which is very important in Jewish esti-
MATion. On that Sabbath of the year is consecrated the
month Nisan, which is called the “ Month of the Advent

?ngOYQus Time,” that is the time of the redemption of
___iel,‘ and the time of the communion of the congrega-

¥ See comments of Mattah Levi.
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tion of Israel with her Lover.' On that Sabbath-day the
Jews sing lovely songs of the Messiah, who is to be a
Branch, called seven names, namely, Branch, Just, Com-
" forter, Dayvid, Yinnon, Messiah, Shiloh, and who is to show
wonderful signs. He is to anoint the Holy of Holies, to
open a door for the holy ones, to renew the Covenant, and
to bring a renewing spirit? On that Sabbath Aaron Adolph
Saphir went up to look into the face of the Messiah, his
Saviour and ours, and to hear the blessed word, * Thou
hast well done.”

Thus ended the life of our great brother. But is it
indeed ended? No! I must conclude with the words of
the Zdutk: “ Saphir is not yet dead. His lips speak even
in the grave, and his voice is yet heard amongst the liv-
ing by the different monuments he built; by his books
and by the living plants he planted in the garden of faith.
The rod of Aaron has budded and brought forth buds and
blossoms, and has yielded such as have been guards at the
threshold of faith and watchers on the Way, the Truth,
and the Life eternal. They were-planted in the house of
the Lord, and flourish in the courts of our God.

WHY CHRISTIANS SHOULD LOVE THE JEWS.

Many reasons might be given why all Christians
ought to love the Jews. There is no just reason why any
should hate them. To name a few of these reasons for
loving them: Abraham, the third and last merely human
federal head of the human race,—(Adam, Noah, and Abra-
ham) was a Jew. The Almighty called him to a great
work, more peculiar even than that to which He called
Noah. For not in Noah, but in Abraham, were we to be
blessed. God said to him when He called him, *“ Thou
shalt be a blessing; and I will bless them that bless thee,
and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all the
families of the earth be blessed.” The human family had

1) Sce commentary of Yabetz,
3) This song is called ** Jotzer.”
3) Alluding to a Midrash, Zanchkuma, Section Skemini,
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its beginning in Adam: but, destroyed by the flood, save
Noah only and seven others of his household, we started
out as from a new fountain-head in him. But it was the
same corrupted stream of human life that came down from
Adam. It was, to change the figure, a faithless, unprofit-
able seed, that brought no fruit of holiness to its Maker,
until Abraham, that “friend of God,” arose to be a glory
and blessing to the world. In the tent of Abraham and
Sarah his wife the Almighty could at last come down to
earth and be a pleased and welcome Guest of His creature
man, as once before in Eden with sinless and faithful
Adam and Eve. Abraham was called to be the * father
of the faithful,” the progenitor of a higher and more
spiritual type of humanity; a reviver of the worship of the
true God, which the rest of the posterity of Noah were
sadly departed from.

For Abraham’s sake, then, Christians should love the
Jews.

Again: Moses and the prophets, and all the writers of
the Old Testament, were Jews. As Christians who love to
read those sacred writings, and recogunize their inestima-
ble value to us, and necessity to our healthful and steady
spiritual growth and perfecting ot holiness, we ought, for -
the sake of those inspired penmen of the Bible, to re-
gard with favor and affection the nationality out of which
God was pleased "to select them, and which, through so
many changes of fortune of old, dating even to_their be-
ginning in Abraham, and now for a period of more than
eighteen centuries without a land to call their own, He
has so miraculously and strangely perpetuated to our day.

For the sake of Moses and the, prophets Christians
should love the Jews.

Again: Paul and all the apostles were Jews; and who
can estimate the debt of gratitude.we owe to them, both
for their example, and their fidelity to Jesus, and' for
their individual sufferings for the truth. They wrote for
us,as inspired by the Holy Spirit, the gospels and epistles,
and the book of Revelation. The New Testament, like
the Old, was written, every line of it, by Jews. The Bible,
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from Genesis to Revelation, is pre-eminently a Jewish pro-
duction in its human authorship. There is a difference as
between the two sets of inspired writers. and the distinc-
tion is to the credit and greater claim of the latter upon
our gratitude and love, in this: that while Moses and
Joshua and Samuel and David,.and perhaps all the writ-
ers of the Old Testament, died natural deaths, Paul and
Peter and James, and perhaps all the writers of 'the New
Testament, died violent deaths, sealing their writings as
with their life's blood.

Christians ought to love the Jews for the sake of Paul
and his fellow-Jewish apostles and evangelists, and that
part of our Holy Scriptures which comes to us as it were
baptized in their blood.

And, finally, for the sake of our Lord and Master we
ought,as Christians,to love the Jews,for He wasand is a Jew.
True, the inspired Apostle Peter, in his great sermon,
preached to the Jews on the day of Pentecost, called them
the betrayers and murderers of our Lord. But, then, as
Jesus Himself testified in His plea to the Father for them,
they knew not what they did. And it is quite probable that
under the power of that sermon that cut them to the heart,
and made them cry out to Peter and the rest of the apos-
tles. “ Men and brethren, what shall we do?"” most, if not
all of those who were actively cuncerned in.the crucifixion
of our blessed Lord repented, were forgiven, and were
added to the Church by Him that same day, among the
three thousand. And since God forgave them then, and
His apostles and the Church forgave them then, even as
with their hands yet stained with His blood, should not
the Church, and every individual Christian of our day, do
so? And what, pray, is forgiveness without love? Of what
vaiue is that pardon of an offense which restores not to
favor? Full forgiveness cannot stop short of love. There-
fore our Lord commands us to love our enemies. To bear
ill will, to be prejudiced against them, or have any pleas-
ure in their discomfort, shows the predominance of ha-
tred rather than love in the heart. To forgive is to love.
It was thus that the Lord Jesus forgave the Jews; and
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tihat He forgave them is attested by the fact that in the
agonies of an awful death which He was suffering at their
hands, and with His expiring breath He prayed to the
Father to forgive them.

For the sake of our Lord Christ, then, and because
He has both given us the command and set us the exam-
ple, we ought to love the Jews, we ought to pray for them
continually, and we ought, as individual$, as believing
households, and as the Church of the Living God, to es-
teem it not only our duty but our highest privilege to do
them all the good we can. They have been the despised
of all the nations of the earth from the beginning of their
wonderful history all along the ages to the present day.
It is a long lane that has no turn in it, an old adage tells
us; and surely this way that poor Jacob has plodded, with
worse than a Laban pursuing and an Esau. in front, and
hating nations on the right hand and on the left, has been
a long one, weary, dark, and almost hopeless. God grant
that the turn may come now. That they may find a nation
to succor them here in our land, and Christian 'hearts
warmed towards them for their own sake, and for the sake
of their fathers of old, and for the sake of Christ Jesus.

In conclusion, suffer us to suggest a fact or two for
the serious and prayerful consideration of any reader who,
professing and calling himself a Christian, yet harbors in
his mind a feeling of prejudice against the Jews because
of their part in the crucifixion of our Lord: Let us remind
such that it was not a Jew but a Gentile who signed the
death-warrant bf our Lord. It was Pilate, the Roman
governor of Judea. Aud it was not a Jew, but a Gentile,
who, about thirty-two years before, in the hope of murder-
ing his fauncied rival claimant for the place of petty king
of the Roman province of Judea, the infant Jesus, sent his
ruffian soldiers to Bethlehem and murdered all the little
babes “ from two years old and under,” that they found
there. It was not a Jew that thus early sought the life of
the Holy Child, but a bloody-handed Gentile, even Herod,
who held his petty crown under authority and commission
of Rome. If you hate the Jew because of the killing of
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oug Lord. then hate yourself also, for asa Gentile you had
a hand in that dreadful tragedy, and rather more of a
hand,—in the persons of the petty king, Herod, and Pon-
tius Pilate, than did your Jewish neighbor in the person
of his subjugated rulers of that day.— 7Zhe Cottage Pulpit.

CHARLES KINGSLEY AND ADOLPH SAPHIR.

The following letter will be read with interest by
those who have read the sketch of the life of Dr. Saphir
published in these pages. It was written by Charles
Kingsley, in reply to a note from Adolph Saphir, thanking
Kingsley for the latter’s writings and for the service
which they had rendered him. We reprint it, not so much
for the interest which attaches thereto as a part of a cor-
respondence between two great and good men, as to em-
phasize the clear conception in the mind of the English
writer of the Jewish character of Christianity, and of the
essential identity of true Judaism and true Christianity.
The last few lines ought to be impressed upon the minds
of all Christians. We wish that the Christian world might
rise to the full appreciation of the great truth therein con-
tained. It is one of the principles for which we most
strongly contend. Perhaps the name of Charles Kingsley
may give it greater weight in the minds of those of our
readers who are inclined to view with prejudiced eyes our
teachings.

EVERSLEY, Nov. 1, 1853,
To ADOLPH SAPHIR, Esq.:

If [ am surprised at your writing to me it is the sur-
prise of delight at finding that my writings have been of
use to any man, and above all, to a Jew. For your nation
I have a very deep love; first, because so many intimate
friends of mine—and in one case a near connection—are
Jews; and next, because I believe, as firmly as any mod-
ern interpreter of prophecy, that you are still “ The Na-
tion,” and that you have a glorious, as 1 think a culminat-
ing, part to play in the history of the race. Moreover,
I owe all I have ever said or thought about Christianity
as the idea which is to redeem and leaven all human life,
“secular ” as well as “religious,” to the study of the Old
Testament,without which the New is to me unintelligible;
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and 1 cannot love the Hebrew books without loving the
men who wrote them. My reason and heart revolt at that®
magical theory of inspiration which we have borrowed
from the Latin rabbis (the very men whom we call fools
on every other subject) which sinks the personality of
the inspired writer, and makes him a mere puppet and
mouth-piece; and therefore I love your David, and Jere-
miah, and Isaiah, as men of like passions with myself, men
who struggled and doubted and suffered, that I might learn
from them, and, loving them, how can I but love their
children, and yearn over them with unspeakable pity?

You seem to be about to become ‘a Christian minis-
ter. In that capacity your double education, both asa
German and as a Hebrew, ought to enable you to do for
us what we really need to have done, almost as much
as those Jews among whom your brother so heroically
labored—I mean to teach us the real meaning of the Old
Testament, and its absolute unity with the New. For
this, we want not mere “ Hebrew ‘scholars,” but Hebrew
spirits—Hebrew men; and this must be done and done
soon, if we are to retain our Old 71estament, and there-
fore our New Testament. For if we once lose our
faith in the Old Testament our faith in the New will
soon dwindle to the impersonal “ Spiritualism” of Frank
Newman and the German philosophers. Now the founder
of German unbelief in the Old Testament was a Jew.
Benedict Spinoza wrote a little book which convulsed the
spiritual world, and will go on convulsing it for centuries,
unless a Jew undoes what a Jew has done. Spinoza beat
down the whole method of rabbinical interpretation—
the whole theory of rabbinical inspiration; but he had noth-
ing as I believe to put in their place. The true method of
interpretation is yet sadly to seek; at least such a method
and such a theory as shall coincide with history and with
science. It is my belief that the Christian Jew is the man
who can give us the key to both—who can interpret the
New and the Old Testament both—because he alone can
place himself in the position of the men who wrote them,
as far as national sympathies, sorrows, and hopes are con-
cerned, not to mention the amount of merely antiquarian
light which he can throw on dark passages for us, if he
chooses to read as a Jew and not as a Rabbinist.

I would therefore entreat you and every other con-
verted Jew, not to sink your nationality because you
have become a member of the Universal Church, but to
believe, with the old converts at Jerusalem, that you are
a true Jew because you are a Christian; that as a Jew you
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have your special office in the perfecting of the faith and
nractice of the Church, which no Englishman or other
Gentile can perform for you—neither to Germanize or
Scotticize, but try to see all heaven and earth with the
eyes of Abraham, David, and St. Paul.

THE SEMITIC PEOPLE. :

The Semitic languages are six: (1) Babylonian and
Assyrian; (2) Aramaic; (3) Hebrew; (4) Arabian; (5) Sa-
bean; (6) Ethiopian or Geez. From a linguistic point of
view the Semites are divided into six peoples: (7) Babylo-
nians and Assyrians; (2) Arameans; (3) Hebrews; (4)
Arabs; (5) Sabeans; (6) Abyssinians.

There are three theories as to the origin of the Sem-
ites: (1) That they originated in and came from Africa;
(2) that their original habitations were the highlands east
of the Caspian Sea, but at a time earlier than our present
history they left these mountains and settled in their
true homes, Babylonia and Assyria; and (3) that they orig-
inated in Central Arabia. The first theory rests upon
the similarity of the Semitic and Hamitic languages. It
originated with Noldeke, but even he now thinks that
Central Arabia is the more likely home. The second the-
ory is supported by Kremer. Guidi, Hommel, ¢¢ 2/., and ap-
pears to be the most scientific. Following the mcdern sci-
entific method, it pays special attention to the influence
of environment upon language. It observes that, for in-
stance, camel, but neither ostrick nor date palm, has the same
name in all Semitic languages; and therefore concludes
that the camel existed in the original home of the Sem-
ites, while neither the ostrich nor the date was there.
And such a home is only to be found north of Persia and
Afghanistan. Against the theory it has been objected
that its foundation is too uncertain; tour to five thousand
years would certainly change climatic and other condi-
tions; and, furthermore, the name for mouutain is not the
same in all the Semitic languages, nor are the words for
man, boy, old man. tent, etc. According to the premises
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of the theory they ought to be the same. Most of the
younger Orientalists favor the third theory.

The history of the Semites is divided into three peri-
ods: (1) From the end of the third thousand years B. C.
to about soo B. C.; (2) from about 500 B. C. to about 600 A.
D.; (3) from 600 A. D. to the present day. With almost
absolute certainty it can be said that the Semites, during
the whole of the second thousand years before Christ,
possessed that territory which we commonly assign to
them, and that they at that time were divided into the
following five groups: (1) Babylonians, often called Chal-
deans. and Assyrians; (2) Arameans; (3) Hebrews, includ-
ing Pheenicians, Canaanites, Israelites, Edomites, Moab-
ites, etc.; (4) Arabians; (5) Sabeans. In the' first period
the Babylonians and Assyrians possessed the highest cult-
ure. Next to them came the Pheenicians, then the lsrael-
ites, and next the Sabeans. Perhaps the list will be
changed. The latest.discoveries in Southern Arabia, par-
ticularly those of Glaser, reveal a most wonderful state of
culture and civilization. The exact position of the Ara-
bians cannot be fixed, because we know next to nothing
about their earliest history. :

The literary history of the Semites falls into eight
groups: (1) The Babylonian and Assyrian writings, 2,000-
soo B. C.: (2) the Hebrew, or Old Testament, 1,000-100 B,
C.; (3) the Sabean literature, mainly inscriptions, 8oo B.
C.-400 A. D.; (4) the Phceenician, including Carthaginian
inscriptions, 6oo B. C.—400 A, D.; (5) the Aramaic litera-
ture is as old as 600 B. C,, and divided into three branches:
(@) lewish-Aramaic or Chaldean, 300 B. C.-500 A. D.; (5)
Syriac, 200 B. C.-800 A. D.; (¢) Nabatrean and Palmyric
inscriptions, 100 B. C.-300 A. D.; contemporaneous with
Aramaic is (6) the new Hebrew or Rabbinical  literature;
(7) Ethiopian and Amharic literature; and (8) the volum-
inous Arabic literature from about 6oo A. D. to our day.
—Hermean Almkrist, in the Literary Digest.

“WuaTt have we here?” asked the Czar, as his private
chamberlain wheeled into the room a barrow-load of doc-
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uments. “ Your Imperial Majesty,” replied the chamber-
lain, “these are petitions from America protesting against
the expulsion of the Jews from your dominions.” “In-
deed! Are they written on one side or on both?” “On one
side, sir.” “Good! we can utilize the other side by get-
ting up Russian petitions against the deportation of the
Chinese from America."—Harper's Bazar.

OUR PLATFORM.

THE PeEcuLIAR PEOPLE istoserve Jewish national interests
by advocating the adoption, by the Jewish people, of the
following: : )

1. Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah promised to our
fathers.

2. Palestine as the country in which to re-establish a
Jewish commonwealth.

3. Hebrew as the language to re-unite the different
portions of the Jewish people, now estranged from one
another through their different tongues.

THe Pecuriar PeopLeE will discuss all current events
which bear upon Jewish national interests from a biblical
point of view. Its contents will, therefore, be of egual 11-
terest to members of the Synagogue as to members of the Church.

The former—the members of the synagogue—will
have an opportunity of making public, in our pages, their
views about the New Testament.

The latter—the members of the Christian Churches—
will learn what is tke real state of the Jewisk mind, and they
will be able to correct many erroneous notions rife on the
subject,
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