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ALL who believe the Bible look forward, in
full assurance of hope, to that happy period,
when Israel shall be gathered from the four
corners of the earth, and restored to the land
of their forefathers and the favour of their
God. The days of their mourning shall then
be ended, and their fasts, now observed on ac-
count of the misfortunes of the nation, shall
be turned into joy and gladness.
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¢ Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the fast
of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth,
and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of
the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy
and gladness, and cheerful feasts: therefore
love the truth and peace.” (Zech. viii. 19.)
At that time, the prophet goes on to tell us,
Jerusalem shall be the metropolis of the world,
and the common centre to which all the na-
tions of the earth shall flow ‘ to seck the
Lord of Hosts and to pray before Him.” We
Christians believe this as fully, and long for
the happy accomplishment as ardently as the
Jews. It would give us unspeakable pleasure
to behold the Jews on that height of moral
dignity and glory for which God destined
them, from the first hour that he chose their
father Abraham to be His friend. We desire
the arrival of this happy period, for the sake
of the Jews themselves, but surely no Jew
will feel offended with us if we say that we
desire it also for our own sakes and the sake
of all the families of men. We should wish
to see Divine truth triumphant, sin and mi-
sery banished, and brotherly love universal,
but we see all these things connected with
the restoration of Israel, and the establish-
ment of the kingdom of God upon earth,
and therefore we join with all our heart in the
most ardent aspirations of the Jewish people,
and say *“ Amen” to every prayer that God
¢ would remember his covenant with Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, and that he would
also remember the land.” But, alas! these
prayers and wishes and anticipations all re-
mind us that that happy day is still future.
Israel is still scattered among the nations,
and instead of baving days of joy and glad-
ness, is about to observe another solemn day
of mourning in remembrance of the desolation
of their city and temple. The ninth of the
month of Av is still a fast, and Rambam

:‘hus describes the causes of mourning on that
day.
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¢¢ On the ninth of Av five things happened.
It was decreed in the wilderness that Israel
should not enter into the land. The temple
was destroyed, both the first and second time.
The great city named Bither was taken, and
there were in it thousands and tens of thou-
sands of Israel, and they had a great king,
whom all Israel and the greatest of the wise
men imagined to be the King Messiah. But
he fell into the hands of the Gentiles, and the
Israelites were all slain, and there was a great
affliction similar to the desolation of the
temple. On this same day, destined for pu-
nishment, the wicked Turnus Rufus ploughed
up the sanctuary and the adj#eent parts, to
fulfil that which is said, ¢ Zion shall be
ploughed as a field> (Mich. iii. 12.)”
(Hilchoth Taanioth. c. v.) The mere enu-
meration of all these dreadful inflictions of
the Almighty suggest many and grave topics
for reflection, but the most important of all
is, the cause of the last desolation of the
temple, and the present long captivity. To
mourn over past misfortunes and to humble
ourselves for past sins, i3 indeed good and
wholesome, but if it does not teach us how to
remedy the one and to avoid the other, it can
only terminate in despair. Every Israelite,
therefore, who weeps for the desolation of the
holy and beautiful house where his fathers
worshipped, should also set himself earnestly
to inquire into the cause and remedy of this
great calamity. Why was it that the God of
mercy desolated his own house, the only
temple that He had in the world built by his
own express command ?  The idolatry of the
nation was the cause of the destruction of the
first temple.
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¢¢ Morcover, all the chief of the priests, and
the people transgressed very much, after all
the abominations Qfl’le heath y and polhwed
the house of the Lord which he had hal-
lowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of
their fathers sent to them by his messengers,
rising up betimes and sending; because he
had compassion on his people, and on his
dwelling-place : but they mocked the mes-
sengers of God, and despised his words, and
misused his prophets, until the wrath of the
Lord arose against his people, till there was
no remedy. Therefore he brought upon them
the King of the Chaldeans, who slew their
young men with the sword in the house of
their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon
young man or maiden, old man or him that
stooped for age: he gave them all into his
hand—and they burned the house of God
and broke down the wall of Jerusalem, and
burned all the palaces thereof with fire, and
destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof.”” (2
Chron. xxxvi. 14—19.) Here then obstinate
idolatry is represented as the cause of the
first desolation. Israel learned and practised
the abominations of the heathen, and thus
polluted the temple, and therefore God de-
stroyed the temple and sent them into capti-
vity. There were no doubt many and other
great sins in Israel, but they are not men-
tioned, as if to show that nothing short of a
wilful and obstinate departure from God
could have led him to adopt so severe a mea-
sure. As long as they retained their alle-
giance to God' and rejected the abominations
of the heathen, there was & hope and a possi-
bility that they might repent of other sins, but
when men obstinately turn away from God,
and will not hearken to his warnings, all hope
of repentance is at an end, and there is no
alternative but just judgment. But was this
the case in the second temple? Were the
Jews then obstinate idolaters ? Had they
images amongst them, and did they pollute
the second temple with such abominations of
the heathen? No, rather than bow down to
images, they willingly endured every torture,
and offered up even their lives as a sacrifice
to the truth, and when the second temple was
destroyed, there was not amongst Israel a
single vestige of idolatry. Never, in the
whole course of their history, from the going
forth out of Egypt to that day, was there such
an apparently scrupulous observation of the
letter of the law, and never had Israel had so
many learned men devoted to the study of the
commandments. What then could be the
cause of the second desolation? It was not
idolatry, but it must have been something
equally odious in the sight of God, and it
must have been a sin committed equally by
the priests and the people. You observe that
in the above description of the first destruc-
tion, it is said, ¢ All the chief of the priests,

and the people transgressed very much.” 1If
the priests had remained faithful to their God,
He would not have destroyed their temple,
for there would have been hope, that, by their
exertions and teaching, the people would have
been brought to a better mind. Or if the
geople had remained faithful, God would not

ave punished the people for the sins of the
priests; he would have cut off the wicked
priests and raised up others according to his
own heart. Nothing short of the unanimous
wickedness of priests and people could have
brought on so great a calamity. In like
manner we infer that the cause of the
second destruction was not any partial
wickedness, but some sin, of which both
priests and people were guilty, that drew
down that calamity. And, further, it must
have been a sin against which they were
warned by special messengers of God. When
the priests and the people fell into idolatry,
God did not immediately destroy the first
temple. He first tried whether they would
listen to his warnings and repent, and there-
fore ¢ he sent to them by his messengers,
rising up betimes, and sending ; because he
had compassion on his people, and on his
dwelling-place.” Now, surely, when we see
that God showed such compassion, when He
was about to send so small a calamity as the
seventy years’ captivity, we may safely infer
that he would not bring the more tremendous
judgment of eighteen hundred years’ desola-
tion, without exhibiting a compassion propor-
tionate to the coming infliction. In the
former case he sent special messengers and
prophets to warn them, he must also have
acted similarly before the second destruction.
Who, then, were the messengers and the
prophets that warned the Jews of their sin ?
The Jews say, that during the second temple
there was no prophecy; but is it possible. to
imagiae that the God of Israel would shut up
his bowels of compassion, and pity neither his
people nor his dwelling-place, but give them
both over to the most dreadful visitation that
ever descended on a nation without one word
of warning ?  When he was about to destroy
Nineveh lie first sent Jonah to call them to
repentance, and when his judgments were
about to descend upon Babylon, the words of
warning were miraculously written on the
wall ; can we suppose, then, that God would
not have as much mercy on Jerusalem and the
Jews as on Babylon and Nineveh? The
supposition is utterly inconsistent with God’s
character and dealings. There must have
been prophets who anndunced the coming
judgment and warned the people of their sin.
Who were they, then, and what was that sin
equal to idolatry which priests and people
committed and obstinately persevered in,
despite of all warning, and in which their
descendants still persevere? Idolatry is a
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departure from the true God, and the setting
up a false system of religious worship. Now
it is granted that the Jews did not make
images, but did they set up a false system of
worship and religion contrary to the religion
of Moses and the prophets? ~ Let the orallaw
and the Jewish Prayer-books answer that
uestion. We have shown in these papers
at the oral law sanctioned by the Jewish
Prayer-books is directly at* variance with the
written Word of God. It teaches the Jews
to put trust in amulets, charms, and magic,
which are mere heathenism. It teaches a
cruel and unmerciful system for the Jews,
gives false ideas of the character of God, and
actually forbids the Jews to love their Gentile
brethren as themselves. The setting up of
this system was the great sin which pr?ests
and people all joined in committing, and in
which their posterity still continue. They were
warned against this sin: God sent them ex-
traordinary messengers, He sent them Jesus
of Nazareth, the prophetlike unto Moses, and
the Messiah. The great burden of his preach-
ing was against this false religion, the oral
law, but they would not hearken to his words.
Priests and people conspired together to re-
ject and crucify him. Here, then, was the
result of the false system which they adopted.
The oral law was the tree, the rejection of the
Messiah the fruits, But s{.ill th; Lord had
compassion upon his people, and upon his
dweﬁ?:a -Xlace, he spared lzhem yet f!;: forty
years, and in the mean while sent his a]
tles to warn them and testify against their
iniquity ; ¢ but they mocked the messengers
of God, and despised his words, and misused
his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose
against his people, till there was no remedy,”
and he gave them into the hands of the Ro-
mans. Because they rejected Jesus of Naza-
reth and his disciples, the temple and city
were desolated. The Jews have been taught
to think that Jesus and his disciples were
deceivers, but let them consider this fact, that
if they were, God himself has sealed the truth
of their assertions by the acts of Hijs Provi-
dence. The preservation of the temple and
city to this day would have been incontestable
evidence that they were deceivers. Had no
judgments followed upon the crucifixion of
Jesus, it would have been evident to all man.
kind, that he was not what he pretended to
be. Butif he was indeed the Messiah, the
strongest possible attestation that God could
give, was the exemplary punishment of those
who crucified him, and this God has given.
They crucified Jesus, and God destroyed the
temple and scattered the people. Without
this, the religion of Jesus never could have
triumphed as it has done. If the temple were
still standing, and the Jews in their land,
they could point to the temple and say, ¢ See
that temple, the monument of God’s favour

and presence, it is still amongst us, and shows
that Jesus could not have been the Messiah.
If he had been the Messiah, God would not
have left us this unequivocal testimony of his
favour.” But this proof of their righteous-
ness God has taken away, and that within
forty years after the crucifixion of Jesus; so
that God himself has given the strongest
sible attestation to the truth of his claims,
Let any reflective Israelite calmly consider
this, that if Jesus was not what he claimed to
be, his crucifixion was the most meritorious
act that the Jews ever ormed. They
thereby did what they could to stay the pro-
of a false religion that was to overrun
the world, and to uphold the truth ; can they,
then, suppose that God would punish them
for doing that which was right, and give the
sacred sanction of His Providence to him that
was doing wrong ? When Phinehas, the son
of Eleazar, slew the Israelite and the Midian.
itish woman with his spear, the plague was
stayed from Israel, and can we imagine that
the high priests who condemned Jesus would
have had a less reward if his claims had been
false ? If Christianity be not true, then God
himself has interposed to crush the truth, and
to build up falsechood. If Christianity be
true, then God could do nothing more to at-
est its truth than he has done by the destruc-
tion of thetemple. There was but one unan-
swerable argument agaiost Christianity, and
that was the existence of the temple; but
God himself has answered that argument by’
taking away the temple, and therefore we in<
fer that as God has done all that he could to
establish the truth of Christianity, it must be
true.

The Jews think that if Jesus had been the
Messiah, it is impossible that the priests and
learned men of his time could have rejected
him. But the events which they commemo-
rate on the ninth of Av show the untenable-
ness of this argument. On this day the Jews
commemorate, first of all, the decree that the
Israelites should die in the wilderness. And
why did they die in the wilderness? Be-
cause they would not believe in Moses.
“ And the children of Israel murmured
against Moses and Aaron: and the whole
congregation said unto them, Would® God
that we had died in the land of Egypt! or
would God that we had died in this wilder-
ness. And they said one to another, Let us
make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.”
(Numbers xiv. 2.) Yet they had seen the
plagues of Egypt, and they had passed
through the Red Sea, and were at that mo-
ment supplied miraculously with food, but for
all that they did not believe, and that ¢ The
whole congregation.” Will any Jew say,
that this unbelief proves that Moses was a
false prophet? If not, why not? Every
argument that will prove that the unbelief of
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that generation is no argument against the
claims of Moses, will equally demonstrate
that the unbelief of the Jews in the time of
Jesus is no argument against his Messiahship.
If it was possible for them to disbelieve the
word of Moses, after all that they had seen, it
is equally possible that they should have re-
jected Christ.

But remark here, it was only the old gene-
ration that God sentenced todie in the wilder-
ness. The children who did not participate
in the unbelief of their fathers entered into
the land. Now if anything similar had hap-
pened to the Jews since the destruction of the
second temple, that is, if after a few years’ cap-
tivity they had returned to their land without
becoming Christians, they might then argue
that the rejection of Jesus was not the sin for
which they were exiled. They might say,
We have not become Christians, and yet God
has restored us ; it is plain therefore that this
was not the cause of the second desolation.
But God’s dealings have been just the reverse.
The Jewish nation have gone on from century
to century, fasting and humbling themselves
before the God of their fathers, and yet he
does not restore them, a plain token that they
still participate in the sin of their fathers.
And a plainer proof still of the truth of
Christianity, for God still continues the pro-
vidential act, whereby he originally proved
that Christianity was true. Israel still rejects
Christianity, and therefore Israel still continues
in dispersion. The only argument, that could
even appear to prove that the rejection of
Jesus was not the cause of the second desola-
tion, would be the restoration of the Jews in
an unconverted state. But that argument
God refuses to grant, and has refused it to
his beloved people for many centuries. If
Judaism be true, why should he thus continue
to declare against it ? If Christianity be false,
why should he from century to century stamp
it with the seal of truth ?

But,inthenext place, the Jews commemorate
the destruction of the first temple, that is,
they commemorate the idolatry of the chief
priests and the people. They remember that
the learned and the unlearned of the nation
rejected the true God and turned to dumb
idols. How then can the Jews say that it is
impossible for a nation, that openly rejected
the God of their fathers, to reject the Mes-
siah? There can be no greater proof of folly
and wickedness than to reject God and worship
a stock or a stone ; but of this Isracl has been
guilty, and because of this sin the first temple
was destroyed. The man who rejects the
true God will also reject his messenger.  But
Israel has done the one, why then should it
be denied that they could do the other? The
only possible answer that can be given is, that

the priests and the people were a great deal
wiser and better in the days of Jesus than in
those of the first temple. But if this be true,
why was the temple destroyed ? Why were
those, who were 80 much wiser and better,
punished with 8 more dreadful punishment
than those who were so much more foolish
and wicked ? If we are to judge of the com-
parative wisdom and piety of the two by the
measure of punishment, then we must say,
that the idolatrous priests and people of the
first temple were a great deal wiser and better
than the priests and people of the second
temple, for the former escaped, after a cap-
tivity of seventy years, the latter have been
exiled for seventeen centuries. The tre-
mendous nature of the punishment would
show, that the priests and people, who rejected
Jesus, were more wicked than their idolatrous
forefathers, and if so, their testimony against
Jesus is of no value.

But the Jews also commemorate on this day
the destruction of the city of Bither, that is,
they commemorate the folly of all their greatest
rabbies in following an impostor, and be-
lieving in him as their Messiah. There Bar
Kochav took refuge with those whom he de-
luded. Rambam says, ¢ All Israel, and the
greatest of their wise men, imagined him
to be the Messiah,” and we know that the
famous Rabbi Akiva was amongst the num.
ber. Here, then, we have practical proof that
the judgment of those rabbies, who rejected
Jesus, was not to be depended upon. If they
had succeeded in their efforts, they would have
taught all Isracl to believe in an impostor ;
but the providence of God gave them all over
to destruction in the very act of following a
false prophet. Ard yet these are the men
who have handed down the oral law, and
compiled the precepts of Rabbinic religion ;
men, whom the Jews themselves tell us, were
the followers of a false prophet and the dupes
of an impostor. How can they possibly be-
lieve in a system which has such men for its
authors; men who seduced thousands and
tens of thousands of Israel to plunge them.
selves into ruin ? If Rabbi Akiva, and his
colleagues, had not espoused the cause of Bar
Kochav, he could never have succeeded in de-
luding such numbers of Israclites; they,
therefore, are answerable for that dreadful ca-
lamity. But when the Jews of the present
day commemorate that sore affliction, should
they not remember also that it is high time to
give up that religions system that was the
cause of it, and of all the evils that have since
followed; or at least scriously and carefully
investigate a religion, fidelity to which is com.
patible with the departure of God’s favour,
the destruction of the temple, and a longand
awful captivity ?

London :— Sold at the London Society’s Office, 16, Exeter-ball, Strand ; by James Duucan, Paternoster-
row; aud B. Wertheim, 57, Aldersgate-street. This publication may be had by applying at No. 5,
No. 7, or No. 13, Palestine-place, Bethnal-green.

Macintosh, Printer, 20, Great New street, London.



